
To safely use and explore a variety of materials and techniques, experimenting with colour,

design, texture, form and function 

To use what the children have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about

uses and purposes 

To express and communicate ideas, thoughts and feelings through activities within art and

design, inspired by a range of stimuli 

To develop creativity by experimenting with producing artworks in different media 

All children will have produced artwork using a new medium 

Most children will be able to explain their drawing to another person 

Some children will be able to talk about the fact that the art they have produced decay 

Subject: Expressive arts and design 

Topic:  Art 

Title:  Land art

Lesson setting: School grounds or home environment

 

Overview of the activity 

The children to use natural items that they have collected to create a visual artwork e.g. picture or

pattern.

 

Suggested activity format: This is a one-off activity that could fill a half-day session.
 

Equipment: If the weather is wet, waterproof coats will be needed; a good supply of stones,

pebbles, leaves, grasses, sand, cones, rope, petals, berries etc.

 

Learning objectives: 

 

Success criteria: 

By the end of the learning: 
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Big Outdoor Art Challenge: Lesson Plan 



Ask them to select items from the pile to create a pattern or image. You could give them some

ideas, or ask them to choose their own subject. 

Encourage them to use different materials - smooth and rough, different colours, different

shapes etc. 

When they have finished their artwork, take a photo of it.

Leading up to this work:

Study an outdoor/environmental artist such as James Brunt or Andy Goldsmith. Look at the type of

materials that they use and how they arrange them.

 

Setting up the activity:

Using the items that the children have collated (you may add tarpaulins, chalk, rope, sand etc to the

pile) explore the different textures, shapes and colours. 

 

Activity introduction: 

Show the children the items, remind them of the examples that they have seen. Explain that they

are going to create some special pictures or patterns using the items in the pile.

 

Main activity :

Give each child their own area

 

Activity plenary:

Look at all the children’s artworks, and ask them to explain what they did.

 

Differentiation:

Older children should be encouraged to experiment more with more complex shapes, patterns and

images.

 

Extending the work: 

Use the photos of the artworks as a prompt for other activities;

Display on them on the wall alongside a picture of the same artwork done with paints or crayons.
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